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President Donald Trump’s former campaign chief Paul 
Manafort was convicted of filing false tax returns on tens of 
millions of dollars in Ukrainian political consulting income, 
failing to report foreign bank accounts in 2012 and lying to 
obtain millions of dollars in bank loans after his consulting 
income dried up. Mandel Ngan, Agence France-Presse 


Manafort found 
guilty of 8 tax, 
bank fraud crimes 


Matthew Barakat, Chad Day and Eric Tucker 
Associated Press 


Paul Manafort, the longtime political operative who for 
months led Donald Trump’s successful presidential cam- 
paign, was found guilty of eight financial crimes Tuesday 
in the first trial victory of the special counsel investigation 
into the president’s associates. 

A judge declared a mistrial on 10 other counts the jury 
could not agree on. 

The verdict was part of a stunning one-two punch of bad 
news for the White House, coming as the president’s former 
lawyer, Michael Cohen, was pleading guilty in New York to 
campaign finance charges arising from hush money pay- 
ments made to two women who say they had sexual rela- 
tionships with Trump. 

The jury in Virginia returned the decision after delib- 
erating four days on tax and bank fraud charges against 
Manafort, who led Trump’s election effort during a crucial 
stretch of 2016, including as he clinched the Republican 
nomination and during the party’s convention. 

Manafort, who appeared jovial earlier in the day amid 
signs the jury was struggling in its deliberations, focused 
intently on the jury as the clerk read off the charges. He 
stared down blankly at the defense table, then looked up, 
expressionless, as the judge finished thanking the jury. 

“Mr. Manafort is disappointed of not getting acquittals 
all the way through or a complete hung jury on all counts,” 
said defense lawyer Kevin Downing. He said Manafort was 
evaluating all his options. 

The jury found Manafort guilty of five counts of filing 
false tax returns on tens of millions of dollars in Ukrainian 
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DOUBLE 
WHAMMY 
FOR TRUMP 


Michael Cohen, former personal lawyer to President Donald 
Trump, leaves his apartment building in New York Tuesday. 
Cohen could be charged before the end of the month with 
bank fraud in his dealings with the taxi industry and with 
committing other financial crimes, multiple people familiar 
with the federal probe said. Richard Drew, Associated Press 


Cohen admits 
role in payment 
to porn star 


Larry Neumeister and Jonathan Lemire Associated Press 


Michael Cohen, President Donald Trump’s former per- 
sonal lawyer and “fixer,” pleaded guilty Tuesday to cam- 
paign-finance violations and other charges, saying he and 
Trump arranged the payment of hush money to porn star 
Stormy Daniels and a former Playboy model to influence 
the election. 

Cohen’s account appears to implicate Trump himself in 
a crime, though whether — or when — a president can be 
prosecuted remains a matter of legal dispute. 

The guilty plea came almost at the same moment former 
Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort was convicted 
in Alexandria, Virginia, of eight financial crimes in the first 
trial to come out of special counsel Robert Mueller’s sprawl- 
ing Russia investigation. 

In a deal reached with federal prosecutors, Cohen, 51, 
pleaded guilty to eight counts in all, including tax evasion 
and making a false statement to a financial institution. He 
could get about four to five years in prison at sentencing 
Dec. 12. 

In entering the plea, Cohen did not name the two women 
or even Trump, recounting instead that he worked with an 
“unnamed candidate.” But the amounts and the dates all 
lined up with the payments made to Daniels and Playboy 
Playmate Karen McDougal in the weeks and months lead- 
ing to the 2016 White House election. 

Cohen, his voice shaky as he answered questions from a 
federal judge, said one payment was “in coordination and 
at the direction of a candidate for federal office,” and the 
other was made “under direction of the same candidate.” 

However, in the charging documents, a press release and 
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EPA plan 

may leave 
State’s air 

dirtier 


Proposal would relax rules 
governing coal-fired plants 


Staff and wire reports 


Dirtier air could soon drift into New Jer- 
sey from the Midwest, due to the Trump 
administration’s latest environmental 
decision, according to environmentalists. 

Tuesday, the U.S. Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency announced its plan to replace 
Obama-era power plant regulations, even 
as it acknowledged that the increased emis- 
sions from aging coal-fired plants could kill 
hundreds more people annually and cost 
the country billions of dollars. 

The new policy proposal, called the 
Affordable Clean Energy Rule, affords indi- 
vidual states more power to regulate green- 
house gas emissions from power plants. 

“Today’s proposal provides the states 
and regulated community the certainty 
they need to continue environmental prog- 
ress while fulfilling President Trump’s goal 
of energy dominance,” EPA acting Admin- 
istrator Andrew Wheeler said in a press 
release announcing the new rule. 

“CLEAN COAL,” President Donald 
Trump tweeted ahead of a Tuesday trip to 
coal country in West Virginia. Trump was 
expected to promote the plan as making 
good on his campaign pledge to bring back 
the coal industry, which is being hit hard 
by market forces that make natural gas 
and other cleaner fuels cheaper and more 
appealing. 

Tuesday’s move opens a public-com- 
ment period on the proposal before any 
final approval by the president. 

The proposed Affordable Clean Energy 
Rule replaces the Obama-era Clean Power 
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EDISON 


Insiders: AG’s 
office probing 
racist flyers 


Craig McCarthy and S.P. Sullivan 
For The Star-Ledger 


The flyers landed in township mailboxes 
less than a week before Election Day, car- 
rying racist attacks and pledging to “Make 
Edison Great Again!” 

“The Chinese and Indians are taking 
over our town!” the flyers said. On one 
side were pictures of two candidates for 
the local, nonpartisan school board, Jerry 
Shi, who is Chinese-American, and Falguni 
Patel, who is Indian-American, stamped 
with the word “Deport.” 

The bald bigotry of anonymous cam- 
paign mailers targeting two minority can- 
didates in the state’s fifth-largest town 
— known for its ethnic diversity and tumul- 
tuous municipal politics— lit a firestorm in 
the local campaign and drew media cover- 
age from around the globe. 

The international attention quickly 
subsided when Shi and Patel won seats on 
the local school board despite the racist 
smears. 

But since last year, the lingering ques- 
tion of who sent the flyers has fueled whis- 
pered speculation among the township’s 
political class as formal investigations qui- 
etly bounced between local, state and fed- 
eral law enforcement. 

Many saw the flyers as a xenophobic 
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